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Senator McCrory, Representative Sanchez, Senator Berthel, Representative McCarty, and esteemed
members of the Education Committee:
We are testifying today on behalf of Connecticut Voices for Children, a research-based child advocacy
organization working to ensure that all Connecticut children have an equitable opportunity to achieve their
full potential. Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony regarding S.B. 1023: An Act Concerning
the Provision of Alternative Educational Opportunities for Expelled Students by Boards of Education. S.B.
1023 would remove the Standards for Educational Opportunities for Students who have been
Expelled, which Connecticut Voices for Children opposes. S.B. 1023 would also expand the number
of students who may benefit from receiving education in an alternative setting while expelled,
which Connecticut Voices for Children supports.
Connecticut Voices for Children believes that every child deserves robust educational opportunities so that
they develop the skills and knowledge needed to pursue their career goals and contribute to their
communities. When children show signs of struggling in school, they are less able to access educational
opportunities and to develop their skills at an optimal pace. In some cases, children demonstrate that they
are struggling in school through acting out behaviors such as those that may result in expulsion from school
settings.1 When a child demonstrates that he or she is struggling to learn in a traditional educational setting,
it is incumbent upon educators to create different educational opportunities that may better support these
children toward a path of success.
Over the years, Connecticut has moved closer to creating an educational system that supports children who
struggle in traditional settings. In 2017, the Connecticut General Assembly voted into statute provisions
guaranteeing a minimum standard of alternative education for students during expulsions.2 Within Section 3
of this act, the Legislature mandated that the State Department of Education (SDE) develop a set of
standards guiding the provision of alternative educational opportunity including the kind of instruction and
number of hours students should receive while enrolled in these settings. SDE developed these standards3
through an extensive multi-stakeholder process, and the State Board of Education unanimously adopted the
standards.4

The Standards for Educational Opportunities for Children who have been Expelled dictates that districts
must provide expelled students with a full-time, comprehensive educational experience that is tailored to the
individual needs of struggling students and allows students to progress toward graduation. It provides a set
of steps Local Education Agencies (LEAs) must take after students are expelled to ensure that families are
involved in educational planning for expelled students, students’ special education needs are met while
students are expelled, and parents and students understand their rights during the expulsion process. It also
mandates that alternative education placement settings are responsible to develop an individualized learning
plan (ILP) for expelled students to inform and direct the student’s learning goals and activities for the
duration of the expulsion.
S.B. 1023 repeals and replaces section (d) of section 10-233d of the general statutes, and in so doing, it
nullifies standards adopted by the state two years ago regarding family engagement, individual learning
planning, and activities that must be offered to expelled students. Connecticut Voices for Children
opposes nullifying these standards because these standards ensure that students struggling in their
home schools can access robust, individualized educational smaller and more individualized
school settings.
Additionally, in repealing and replacing section (d) of section 10-233d of the general statutes, S.B. 1023
would expand the number of students who are offered an alternative educational opportunity during their
period of expulsion, which Connecticut Voices for Children supports. Currently, section 10-233d of the
general statutes mandates that “any pupil expelled for the first time who is between the ages of sixteen and
eighteen and who wishes to continue his or her educational shall be offered an alternative educational
opportunity….A local or regional board of education shall count the expulsion of a pupil when he was
under sixteen years of age for purposes of determining whether an alternative educational opportunity when
he is between the ages of sixteen and eighteen.”5 This equates to a “two-strikes and you’re out” policy for
youth over the age of fifteen.
S.B. 1023 would change this policy to one that offers an alternative educational opportunity to all students
who are expelled, regardless of previous expulsions. For students who are aged 18 or older, S.B. 1023 would
allow for districts to offer these students placement in adult education programs without being required to
withdraw from school. We encourage the Legislature to clarify this language to ensure that students age 18
or older can access either an alternative education program or an adult education program because in some
instances, particularly those of students with special education needs, an alternative education program may
be the best educational setting for young adults. Connecticut Voices for Children supports expanding
alternative educational opportunities for expelled students regardless of previous expulsions.
Adolescents often learn best through making mistakes6—even big mistakes—and while mistakes
should have consequences, they should not remove pathways toward success in adulthood.
Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony regarding S.B. 1023. We can be reached with any
questions at (203)498-4240 or lruth@ctvoices.org, wsimmons@ctvoices.org, and chudson@ctvoices.org.
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