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Senator Lesser, Representative Scanlon, Senator Hartley, Representative Dathan, and esteemed members of
the Insurance and Real Estate Committee,
I am testifying today on behalf of Connecticut Voices for Children, a research-based child advocacy
organization working to ensure that all Connecticut children have an equitable opportunity to achieve their
full potential.

We support the adoption of this common sense policy to allow children to retain dental insurance
coverage under their parent’s policy through age 26. An insured population is healthier and less costly

to the state. This includes dental insurance coverage for young adults. With limited incomes and good
health, young adults often opt to go uninsured.1 Yet, preventive oral health care has a long-term impact and
dental emergencies are not as rare in young adulthood as one might think. For uninsured people ages 20-29,
“toothache” was the third most common reason for visiting an emergency department in 2001-2010.2 Such
visits are both costly and avoidable.
Extending parent health insurance coverage to include dental coverage simply makes it easier and more
affordable for young adults already covered under their parent’s medical insurance plan to have dental
coverage, too. A lack of dental insurance is associated with unmet oral health needs.3 Good oral health is an
important component of overall health and has an impact on chronic disease such as diabetes and heart
disease.4 Dental insurance coverage makes it more likely that young adults will seek preventive care and early
treatment and avoid visiting emergency departments or requiring costly, avoidable interventions.
Thank you for the opportunity to testify in support of H.B.5627. I can be reached with any questions at
ksiegel@ctvoices.org or at 203-498-4240, ext. 120.
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