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Senator Musto, Representative Urban, and distinguished Members of the Select Committee on
Children:

We are testifying today on behalf of Connecticut Voices for Children, an independent, research-
based public education and advocacy organization that works statewide to promote the well-being of
Connecticut’s children, youth, and families.

Care4Kids is a crucial support for Connecticut’s children and working families. By
subsidizing child care costs for low- to moderate-income families, it allows many of these families to
obtain safe and affordable child care for their children that would otherwise be unavailable to them.
On average, the cost of child care in Connecticut is $10,165, or approximately 12.2% of the state’s
median family income.' Given this high cost of care, it is essential that Care4Kids be available as a
source of financial assistance for the everyday workers that drive Connecticut’s economy. The need
is clear — during FY 2010, Care4Kids served an average of 6,223 infants and toddlers, 7,233
preschoolers, and 6,046 school-age children per month.?

Care4Kids is also a vital support for Connecticut’s youngest and poorest residents. Children
whose caregivers have lower income, less education, and higher levels of stress in their lives begin to
score lower on standardized tests as early as 18 months, and this “achievement gap” not only
persists but typically expands as the children age.” However, access to language-rich, nurturing, and
responsive caregiving has been proven to improve outcomes for vulnerable children.! Thus,
Care4Kids not only supports our economy in the present, helping parents go to work, but also
supports our economy in the future, preparing the next generation for success in school and beyond.

In theory, we support the expansion of Care4Kids by allowing parents who are actively
seeking employment to enroll their children in the program. However, opening the program to
these parents at this time, without including additional funding, would only increase the number of
applications to Care4Kids, without increasing the number of slots available to children. The total
number of children served would not increase unless funding was increased as well.

Before we can expand eligibility categories for Care4Kids, we must ensure that all funding
appropriated by the legislature for Care4Kids is actually spent on this program. This year, the
Department of Social Services (DSS) is projecting a total expenditure of $94 million® on the
Care4Kids program, $9.4 million /ess than the budget appropriated by the state legislature for State
Fiscal Year 11.° This “surplus” is not a result of lack of need, but rather a result of eligibility
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restrictions imposed by DSS this past November. These restrictions rendered new applicants earning
between 50 and 75% of the state median income ineligible for the Care4Kids program.” Yet these
families need assistance too. For a family of three (a single parent, one infant, and one preschooler)
earning 75% of the state median income, the cost of full-time child care is equal to 38% of its annual
income.® No family could afford to devote such a large proportion of their budget to child care. We
cannot understand why the Department of Social Services would choose to take assistance away
from this family when the funding is there, and was put there, with all deliberate intent, by the
legislature, nor can we understand how it has the unilateral authority to make this choice.

During this current fiscal crisis, we recognize that the costs associated with effectively
expanding Care4Kids are likely too high to be reasonably expended at this time. As such, we
recommend that the legislature instead focus on the creation of a coordinated, consolidated
early care and education system for Connecticut. By consolidating funding streams,
coordinating across early care and education programs, focusing on quality development, and
improving data collection, both the quality and quantity of the state’s early care and education
programs can be increased. These changes would benefit all working families and their children who
utilize eatly care and education programs.

We believe that the best method for creating this efficient and effective system would be to
create a Department of Early Childhood with regulatory and financial control over early care
and education programs, as proposed in S.B. 120. The creation of this separate department was
also recommended in reports from the Connecticut Commission on Educational Achievement’ and
the Children’s Services Working Group of the Governor’s Transition Team."” As the budget
situation improves, Care4Kids could then be expanded within the constraints of this newly
improved early care and education system.

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony.
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